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4) E3 Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall/ be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Dobecki (U.S. Patent No. 6,611,879). 



3. Referring to method claims 1-3 and system claims 11-13, 
Dobecki teaches a method and system comprising: 

configuring, within a network that includes one or more 
server(s), switching fabric (s), and storage devices, a plurality 
of cache devices to be embedded within (and thus necessarily 
connected to) the switching fabric (see figures 2 and 8 and 
lines 25-65 of column 5) ; and 

caching data in the cache devices to make the data 
available to the server (s) (see lines 25-65 of column 5; note 
that the system interface 160 is being construed as the 
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switching fabric as it performs a switching function between the 
server and the bank of disk drives (see figure 8)) . 

4. Referring to method claim 4 and system claim 14, Dobecki 
teaches a method and system comprising: 

configuring, within a network that includes one or more 
server (s), switching fabric (s) , and storage devices, a plurality 
of cache devices to be collocated (arranged side by side) with 
the server (see figures 2 and 8 and lines 25-65 of column 5) ; 
and 

caching data in the cache devices to make the data 
available to the server (s) (see lines 25-65 of column 5; Note 
that the system interface 160 is being construed as the 
switching fabric as it performs a switching function between the 
server and the bank of disk drives (see figure 8)) . 

5. Referring to method claims 5 and 6, and system claims 15 
and 16, Dobecki teaches the cache devices are interconnected by 
a cache fabric (see item labeled 22 0 in figure 8) and at least 
one cache device is simultaneously connected to the switching 
fabric (see lines 25-65 of column 5; note since the cache is 
within the switching fabric, it is connected thereto) . 
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6. Referring to method claims 7 and 8, and system claims 17 
and 18, Dobecki the cache fabric and the switching fabric 
operate in conjunction with one another by sharing common 
control and management (see lines 45-53 of column 5; note the 
first and second directors control reading and writing from the 
cache and the switching of the messages) . 

7. Referring to method claims 9 and 10, and system claims 19 
and 20, Dobecki teaches the cache fabric and switching fabric 
are merged into a single fabric (see figures 2 and 8 and lines 
25-65 of column 2) . 

8. Referring to claim 21, Dobecki teaches a method comprising: 
in a first cache device, detecting a data write to a write 

address from a data source coupled to a fabric in which the 
cache is located to a data storage unit also coupled to the 
fabric in which the cache is located (see paragraph bridging 
columns 7 and 8); and 

invalidating data stored in the first cache device at an 
address corresponding to the write address (see lines 8-16 of 
column 8) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as s'et forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C- 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dobecki in view of Shen et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,757,787 hereinafter Shen). 

11. Referring to claim 22, Dobecki fails to teach broadcasting 
the write address to other distributed cache devices. 

Shen teaches a method comprising broadcasting the write 
address to other distributed cache devices for maintaining cache 
coherency (see lines 17-32 of column 2) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
method and system of Dobecki with the above teachings of Shen. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
make such modification in order to maintain proper cache 
coherency as suggested by Shen (see lines 17-32 of column 2) . 



Application/Control Number: 09/876,430 
Art Unit: 2182 



Page 6 



12. Referring to claim 23, Dobecki teaches the other 
distributed cache devices are located in the fabric and are 
coupled to the first cache device though a bus (see item labeled 
22 0 in figure 8; note the cache devices are connected indirectly 
through a bus and a director) . 

13. Referring to claim 24, Shen teaches for each of the 
distributed cache devices having data stored at an address 
corresponding to the write address, invalidating the data (see 
lines 17-32 of column 2) . 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to modify the method Dobecki with the above teachings of Shen 
because Shen teaches this step ensures coherency with the cache 
devices (see lines 17-32 of column 2) . 

Conclusion 

14 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the 
state of the art as it pertains to caching data to make the data 
available to a server: 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,351,838 to Amelia teaches a network 
comprising a server, storage devices, a switching fabric and a 
cache accessible to the server. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,779,003 to Midgley et al . teaches a cache 
collocated with a server. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 571 272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey A Gaffin can be 
reached on 571 272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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